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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF DR. ANDREW
BROOKS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, along with Congressman SOTO, to
honor the life of Dr. Andrew Ira Brooks, a hero
of the coronavirus pandemic. Dr. Brooks, a
longtime Research Professor at Rutgers Uni-
versity in New Jersey, passed away on Janu-
ary 23, 2021 after a vibrant life filled with nu-
merous professional and personal accomplish-
ments.

Dr. Brooks led the effort to develop the Rut-
gers COVID-19 diagnostic assay in early
2020. This COVID-19 rapid test received FDA
Emergency Use Authorization in March 2020
as the first approved saliva diagnostic and
was the first test approved for home use. It is
particularly important because this low-contact
collection method helps protect our frontline
medical workers. To date, there have been
over four million clinical tests, undoubtedly
saving the lives of many around our country
and providing a practical tool for pandemic
control.

Born and raised in New Jersey, Dr. Brooks
went on to receive his Ph.D. degree in Neuro-
science from the University of Rochester and
became their Director of Medical Center Core
Facilities. Four years later, he returned to his
home state to direct the joint Rutgers/lUMDNJ
EOHSI Bionomics Research and Technology
Center with an appointment as Research Pro-
fessor in the Rutgers University Department of
Genetics.

In 2009, Dr. Brooks became Chief Oper-
ating Officer and Director of Technology De-
velopment of RUCDR, Infinite Biologics, a Rut-
gers public/private partnership. He also served
17 years as an advisor to the Food and Drug
Administration, as Director of the Harlan
GeneScreen Laboratory and as Co-Founding
Director of the BioProcessing Solutions Alli-
ance. In June 2020, Dr. Brooks founded Infin-
ity BiologiX and became its Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Scientific Officer. Dr. Brooks
also made significant academic contributions
to the improvement of human health and the
field of biomedicine which can be seen in the
70 publications he coauthored, several with
over 1000 citations in the literature.

Dr. Brooks loved golf, playing the sport
throughout his life. He was an extraordinarily
accomplished amateur, winning international
tournaments with his skill, concentration, and
friendly competitive spirit. He is survived by
his mother, Mrs. Phyllis Brooks, his sister,
Janet Green, his children Lauren, Hannah and
Danielle, and his loving wife, Jil Brooks, as
well as many dear friends and colleagues.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope that my
colleagues will join me in honoring Dr. Andrew
Brooks for his dedication to the medical field
and the countless lives he saved by leading
the effort to develop the Rutgers COVID-19
saliva test.

IN MEMORY OF REVEREND
BRYANT WARDELL RAINES

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that | rise today to pay homage to an
outstanding man of God, dedicated public
servant, courageous soldier, and friend of
longstanding, Reverend Bryant Wardell
Raines. Reverend Raines transitioned from
labor to reward on Wednesday, February 24,
2021. His homegoing service was held on Sat-
urday, March 6, 2021, at 11 a.m. at the Macon
City Auditorium in Macon, Georgia. He leaves
behind a loving family, his dedicated church
congregation at the New Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church (NPMBC), and an appreciative
community for his extraordinary life of service
to God and humankind.

A native son of Macon, Reverend Bryant
Wardell Raines was born on February 3,
1977, to the union of Mrs. Barbara Tharpe
Raines and the late Reverend Curtis Raines,
Sr. He thirsted for knowledge and self-im-
provement. He was a 1995 graduate of Cen-
tral High School and a 1999 graduate of Clark
Atlanta University, where he received B.A. De-
grees in English, Philosophy, and Religion. In
addition to attending Georgia Southern Univer-
sity (in pursuit of an M.A. Degree in Public Ad-
ministration) and The Morehouse School of
Religion at the Interdenominational Theo-
logical Center, he was also a 2001 graduate
of the United States Army Chaplain Center
and School. He was pursuing an M.A. Degree
in Evangelism and Church Planting at Liberty
University when the Lord called him home.

Reverend Raines served his country honor-
ably in the United States Army as the Chap-
lain Assistant for the Installation Garrison
Command, 3rd Infantry Division and the 4th
Battalion 64th Armor Regiment of Fort Stew-
art, Georgia. He received awards for his val-
iant service including Army Service Ribbon
(2001); Army Commendation Medal (2001,
2002, 2003, and 2004); National Defense
Service Ribbon (2001); Primary Leadership
Development Ribbon (2003); Presidential Unit
Citation (2003); and Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal (2003).

Reverend Raines was a man of God, truly
devoted to his calling—a calling from God,
passed to him through his father, Reverend
Curtis Raines, Sr., who was his predecessor
at NPMBC and the past president of the Gen-
eral Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia.
As the beloved Pastors of NPMBC, they uti-
lized their roles as spiritual leaders to fully en-
gage with their community by creating numer-
ous outreach programs and opportunities to
enrich the lives of those around them. Before
his transition, Reverend Bryant Raines worked
tirelessly with The Curtis Raines, Sr. Founda-
tion on the development of The Curtis Raines,
Sr. Health and Wellness Facility. This holistic

community center seeks to minister to the total
person by providing programs and resources
to promote both physical and spiritual
wellness.

Reverend Raines believed strongly that in-
volvement in his local and state-level sacer-
dotal communities was an integral part of his
calling as a Minister of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Accordingly, he served in numerous
roles that had as their purpose the uplift of hu-
mankind. In addition to being the beloved Pas-
tor of NPMBC, he served the Deacon, the
Audio and Video, and the Evangelism Min-
istries at NPMBC; President of the Sixth Dis-
trict of the General Missionary Baptist Conven-
tion of Georgia, Inc.; Vice President of the
Sixth District of the General Missionary Baptist
Convention of Georgia, Inc.; Member of the
Board of Trustees at Wesley Glen Ministries;
Member of the Rotary Club of Macon, Geor-
gia; Member of the Baptist Minister's Union of
Macon and Vicinity; and as Founder of the
Heal the Hood Initiative, a community initiative
to combat violence and address the needs of
the total community.

Mother Teresa once said that “At the end of
life we will not be judged by how many diplo-
mas we have received, how much money we
have made, how many great things we have
done. We will be judged by “I was hungry,
and you gave me something to eat, | was
naked and you clothed me. | was homeless,
and you took me in.” Reverend Bryant Wardell
Raines, in his life, did just that, and the world
is better because he passed this way. On a
personal note, the advice, counsel, friendship,
and support that | have received from Rev-
erend Raines as Congressman for the Second
Congressional District has been immeas-
urable. He never told me what | wanted to
hear, but he always told me what he felt |
needed to hear. And, for that, | will be forever
grateful.

Reverend Raines accomplished much in his
life, but none of it would have been possible
without the Grace of God and the love and
support of his family including his wife, Mrs.
llashia Brezial Raines; and his siblings, Shun,
Curtis, Jr., and Varina. He loved his family.
His family loved him back. And they will miss
him along with all of us whose lives he
touched.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join my wife,
Vivian, and me, along with countless others
throughout Georgia and the nation in saluting
Reverend Bryant Wardell Raines for his serv-
ice in the ministry, to his country, and to hu-
mankind; and in extending our deepest condo-
lences to Reverend Raines’ family, friends,
loved ones, and all those who mourn his loss.
We pray that they will be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit
in the days, weeks, and months ahead.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING ROSE CORDASCO’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Rose Cordasco’s 100th
birthday. Rose is a loving, kind mother, sister,
grandmother and great-grandmother. She is
beloved by her family and from how her family
has described her, it is clear that she has
made the most of each of her one-hundred
years.

| wish her the best on achieving this mile-
stone.

——————

HONORING JOSEPHINE MORSE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | would like
to take this opportunity to recognize the ex-
traordinary service of Josephine Morse, who
served in the House Office of General Coun-
sel as a Deputy General Counsel. During her
tenure, Ms. Morse, a District of Columbia resi-
dent, played an integral role in safeguarding
the legal interests of the House and its Mem-
bers, Officers, and employees in federal court
litigation involving issues of the highest institu-
tional importance.

Ms. Morse provided invaluable legal counsel
and representation to numerous House com-
mittees, greatly assisting them both in fulfilling
their constitutionally authorized oversight func-
tions and defending those prerogatives in liti-
gation. Ms. Morse provided vital legal counsel
to the House in both impeachments of Presi-
dent Trump and in defense of longstanding in-
stitutional prerogatives. Those prerogatives in-
cluded the House’s constitutional authority
under the Appropriations Clause and the
power of House committees to issue sub-
poenas for both documents and testimony
from the White House and Executive Branch
agencies.

Of particular importance to the District of
Columbia, Ms. Morse’s legal work in litigation
involving the District's quest to obtain the fun-
damental right of voting representation in Con-
gress was exceptional, and her oral advocacy
on behalf of the House’s position in support of
voting representation for the District before a
three-judge district court was highly effective.

Ms. Morse’s work on behalf of the House
was of the highest caliber, and | have no
doubt that the Office of Management and
Budget, which she recently joined, will benefit
from her outstanding legal counsel. On behalf
of the entire House community, | thank Ms.
Morse for her dedicated service to the House,
and | wish her the very best in all of her future
endeavors.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES
WALKER PREWITT SR.

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to observe and mourn the passing of a
talented scientist, college professor, and most
notably a “citizen of the world” who passion-
ately advocated for world peace and justice,
Mr. Charlie Prewitt, of Mansfield Hollow, Con-
necticut. My friend Charlie passed at the ex-
traordinary age of 102 on January 7, 2021,
sadly due to complications related to the
coronavirus.

My statement today could not begin to en-
capsulate all that Charlie had accomplished
during his industrious life. Born in Indiana in
1918, he showed such academic aptitude from
an early age when he entered the second
grade by age five. A prolific musician, playing
both piano and violin, he received a scholar-
ship to play in the Transylvania University or-
chestra where he would then go onto earn a
bachelor's degree in chemistry. Charlie also
met the love of his life, Virginia Stewart, at his
alma mater—a love that would last 65 years.

Charlie went on to continue his education at
Louisiana State University when his graduate
work was interrupted by World War Il. Due to
his background in chemistry, he was con-
scripted to work at Dupont Chemical on ex-
tending the burn rate of gunpowder. That work
led him to the Manhattan Project where he
collected samples from reactors and ran titra-
tions on plutonium. His involvement in the cre-
ation of nuclear weapons and intimate knowl-
edge of their terrifying power was a driving
motivation for his determined commitment to
nuclear nonproliferation.

When the war ended, Charlie completed his
graduate work, obtaining a Master's in Edu-
cation at University of Kentucky, followed by a
Doctorate in Science Education at Columbia
University. In 1952, he and Virginia finally
landed in Willimantic, Connecticut when he
moved to take a professorship at the then
named Willimantic State Teachers College,
now Eastern Connecticut State University. His
commitment to his students and his passion
for educating educators was unmatched. His
leadership led to the establishment of a minor
degree in Peace and Human Rights at the
University and the development of a scholar-
ship program for students pursuing this de-
gree.

While he remained in Connecticut for the
rest of his life and career, Charlie never lost
sight of foreign affairs. He accepted a Ful-
bright Scholarship to Myanmar, a U.S. AID po-
sition in Afghanistan and finally joined a Ford
Foundation project in Pakistan. His commit-
ment to war resistance, social justice, peace,
and advancement of human rights never
wavered.

Charlie and | crossed paths many times dur-
ing my time in public service, and while we
would engage in healthy debate, our con-
versations always left me with a deeper under-
standing of the issues and an even deeper re-
spect for his commitment to them. Charlie’s
loss leaves a deep void in the activist commu-
nity in Eastern Connecticut and around the
world. He now goes on to join his loving wife
Virginia, who regretfully predeceased him in
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2007. Madam Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues and this Chamber to join me in ex-
pressing our deepest respect for Charlie’s
work and life and send our deepest condo-
lences to the Prewitt Family. Charlie is sur-
vived by his children Charlies Walker Jr.,
(John) David Prewitt and Mary Stewart Prewitt
and their families who carry the indelible mem-
ory of Charlie and Virginia in their hearts so
that their example of compassion and kind-
ness will carry on.

———

TRIBUTE TO GAYLE GRIFFIN,
AFGE’S DISTRICT 7 WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to pay tribute to the career and ongo-
ing legacy of Gayle Giriffin, a retired nurse for-
merly employed at Milwaukee’s Clement J.
Zablocki VA Medical Center and President of
the American Federation of Government Em-
ployees (AFGE) Local 3. She is an exemplary
voice in our community and has consistently
used her position to defend others. | want to
congratulate her on her recent selection as
AFGE'’s District 7 Woman of the Year.

Gayle is the first African American to ever
be elected president of her Local AFGE
branch. During her time in AFGE leadership,
she has continually used her position to advo-
cate for her members against anti-union exec-
utive orders, racism, and other inequities as a
fierce champion for social justice.

Throughout her eleven-year career as a
nurse serving our veterans at the Milwaukee
VA, Gayle was one of many Black nurses who
endured racism in her workplace. However,
rather than backing down, she resolutely
sought to protect and defend the rights of
workers at the Local AFGE branch. She has
spoken out about the tremendous struggles
that VA nursing staff are facing amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic and has repeatedly
called for more honest communication from
the Department of Veterans Affairs with its
employees.

On February 21, 2021, Gayle was selected
as AFGE’s District 7 Woman of the Year. This
important award is granted to those who ex-
hibit selfless dedication to union solidarity,
public service, and workplace health and safe-
ty. This is an honor that Gayle has truly
earned. She has fought tirelessly to protect
the health of veterans, for workers’ rights, and
for commonsense workplace safety and eg-
uity—especially during the devastation of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Her altruistic spirit and inspiring dedication
to her colleagues and community are why
Gayle is so deserving of the title of AFGE’s
District 7 Woman of the Year. Wisconsin’s 4th
Congressional District, and the veterans who
depend on the VA for their health care, have
been made better as a result of Gayle’s phe-
nomenal work. | sincerely respect her deter-
mination and applaud her accomplishments.
Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my con-
stituent and her recent accomplishment and
celebrate the great work that she and others
in AFGE District 7 are doing in service to our
veterans, our country and the state of Wis-
consin.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARY E. MILLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mrs. MILLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, by
accident, | failed to vote on H.R. 1, the “For
the People Act” while on the floor for the vote
series. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call No. 62.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF HECTOR
F. ELIZALDE

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a true champion for veterans,
a dear friend, a wonderful employee and col-
league, a proud resident of the City of Mon-
rovia, and a dedicated, caring gentleman in
Hector Elizalde, our beloved Deputy District
Director of the 32nd District, who died on Feb-
ruary 7, 2021, from complications due to
COVID-19. For the past 11 years, Hector was
truly devoted to his job of defending, advo-
cating for, and serving veterans and their fami-
lies, and tackling any problem that came his
way. He was the embodiment of what it
means to serve one’s nation and one’s com-
munity, holding true to his pledge to never
leave a soldier behind, whether on the battle-
field or city street.

Hector F. Elizalde was born in Chicago, IL
on February 15, 1946. He served in the United
States Army from July 31, 1964, until he was
honorably discharged on July 28, 1967. Hector
later graduated from California State Univer-
sity, Los Angeles with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Political Science. He worked for some
of America’s most recognized companies,
such as Anheuser-Busch, Stroh Brewery Com-
pany, PepsiCo, and Don King Productions. His
career advancements led the Elizalde family to
live throughout the country, from 1984, in the
states of Michigan, Connecticut, New York,
and Florida until his return to California in
1997. Hector could have continued excelling in
lucrative professions, but he had a great
sense of duty to any and all fellow veterans,
and also to his neighbors.

From the very first day he entered our office
in the spring of 2010 until his very last on this
earth, Hector honorably served the veteran
community. Whether it was helping a home-
less veteran find shelter or escorting the cas-
ket of a fallen servicemember at the airport,
Hector's compassion for helping veterans
touched countless lives. Giving out his per-
sonal cell phone number was nothing out of
the ordinary, and whenever he did so, he
made sure everyone knew that it was a 24/7
number.

Hector understood the frustration many vet-
erans felt because of delays in VA benefits
and routine health checkups that would take
an entire day. He took this personally and
vowed we must do better. Under his tenure as
Military/Veterans Liaison, we began to hold an
annual Veterans Forum, to bring the VA to the
San Gabriel Valley, which grew in size and
reach each successive year. As a result of
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Hector's persistence and laser-focus on the
mission, the San Gabriel Valley VA Health
Clinic was opened in May 2019 in Arcadia,
CA.

A sharp dresser, but very humble individual,
he never sought nor wanted praise. He was
there for everybody. He served not only the
people of the 32nd District, but all of Los An-
geles County, as Chair of the Los Angeles
County Veterans Advisory Commission, to
which he was appointed by LA County Super-
visor Kathryn Barger.

Since his passing, the outpouring from peo-
ple whose lives he touched has been immeas-
urable, because he was a true believer in pub-
lic service. From the many hours he spent re-
solving constituents’ casework, to the city
council meetings, weekend veteran and com-
munity events he would attend; for Hector, the
public’s needs always came first.

Hector is survived by his ex-wife, Elaine, the
mother of his two adult children; sons Phillip
and Edward; Edward’s wife Ingrid; and their
two children, Isabella and Aiden. Hector truly
loved and was proud of his family, especially
his grandchildren.

Hector made us all feel like family. He was
kind, respectful, thoughtful, and helpful to ev-
eryone he met. His charisma and smile will
never be forgotten. His laughter and the way
he cared for others will forever live on in our
memories. It was our honor to be able to work
alongside him.

The world has lost a hero. Hector was the
best of the best, and we are all better people
because of him. There is no one else like him
and probably never will be, but it is safe to
say, our world needs more Hectors.

IN MEMORY OF LAURA COLE
HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and remember an extraordinary
Maine woman, Laura Cole.

Laura lived her life purposefully, offering
help and engendering hope and happiness as
a partner, parent, volunteer, friend, business
owner, and citizen of Maine. She understood
the power of one person’s voice and helping
hand, and her spirit was contagious.

Laura exemplified the words of Edward
Hale, “l am only one, but still | am one. | can-
not do everything, but still | can do something;
and because | cannot do everything, | will not
refuse to do something that | can do.”

It seems there was very little that Laura did
not do, and she received several awards for
her efforts, including the Presidential Volunteer
Service Award in 2012, the Responder of the
Year Award in 2013, and the New Maine Busi-
ness of the Year for York County, Maine, in
2019. She spearheaded her community’s Op-
eration Santa program for kids and the annual
Lebanon Community Festival. In the midst of
this winter that has been darkened by a pan-
demic, she created two acres of holiday lights
for the community to enjoy from their cars and
drop off canned food to donate to local food
pantries. And she used proceeds from her
event photography business to support End 68
Hours of Hunger and buy lunches to support
local restaurants and donate to first respond-
ers.
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Not only did Laura devote her life to acts of
kindness and caring, her final gifts were organ
and tissue donations, providing lifesaving help
and health to over a dozen people. In her
honor, the family has established Laura’s Leg-
acy of Love as a living memorial project with
a simple mission—to promote kindness by
paying it forward in her name.

| am proud to have represented Laura Cole
in the U.S. Congress—an indefatigable young
woman who loved Maine and set an extraor-
dinary example for us all.

———————

100TH BIRTHDAY OF EMMIE
‘BOOTS’ BURK

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam Speaker, it
is with great honor that | rise today in celebra-
tion of Mrs. Emmie ‘Boots’ Burk to commemo-
rate the very significant milestone of her 100th
birthday.

Emmie Fulton Burk was born on Texas
Independence Day, March 2, 1921 in Koblenz,
Germany to an American military family sta-
tioned overseas. Growing up in the State of
Georgia she learned the importance of family
and tradition. She was a member of the first
Girl Scout troop on Ft. Screven, Georgia
(Tybee Island). When her father, MSgt. Ben-
jamin Fulton was later stationed at Ft. Sam
Houston, San Antonio, Emmie moved to finish
high school in 1939. She has been a proud
Texan ever since.

In 1942, she married the love of her life,
James William Burk. She helped raise their
son and daughter and became very active in
their children’s school and extracurricular ac-
tivities, as well as church and other community
service. She was independent and career driv-
en. After the passing of her husband in 1979,
she worked to solely support herself eventu-
ally going on to work in the early stages of
market research. After several years in the in-
dustry, she began her own company, Burk
Market Research, growing it into a successful
venture through the 1970s to 1990s.

A faithful public servant, she worked with
the United States Census Bureau assisting
with many monthly studies, to include current
population studies. This led her to travel
across our great country to many different
areas, where she helped lead the count. In
1991, she received the Bronze Medal for meri-
torious service. Mrs. Burk retired in 2011 at
the age of 90 with 43 years of service, making
her one of the longest serving members in the
Bureau’s history.

Today you will find Mrs. Burk attending one
of her great grandchildren’s events. A strong
family-driven mind, Mrs. Burk dedicates her
time to family and making new joyful memo-
ries. Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor
Mrs. Burk and a tremendous life well-lived. |
thank Mrs. Burk for her many years of public
service. It is my hope that she will share her
100th with all her loved ones.
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SUMGAIT, KIROVABAD, AND BAKU
MASSACRES

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | stand in
solidarity with the Armenian American commu-
nity in commemorating the pogroms against
Armenians in the cities of Sumgait (February
27-29, 1988), Kirovabad (November 21-27,
1988) and Baku (January 13—-19, 1990).

Thirty-three years ago, in the Azerbaijani
town of Sumgait, peaceful Armenian residents
were brutally targeted on the basis of their
ethnicity and subjected to unspeakable crimes.
The New York Times reported Armenians
being “hunted” down and an account of a
pregnant Armenian woman, who had been
disemboweled. The U.S. Senate passed an
amendment in July of 1989, noting that even
the Soviet government had termed the murder
of Armenians in Sumgait a “pogrom.”

The Sumgait Pogroms were the beginning
of an escalation of violence against the Arme-
nian minority, with a wave of anti-Armenian vi-
olence spreading to Kirovabad in November
1988 and to Baku in January 1990, which cul-
minated in the forcible expulsion of 390,000
Armenians from Azerbaijan and the 1991-94
war over Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh).

In response to the Sumgait and Kirovabad
pogroms, over 100 leading academics and
human rights advocates, including the Execu-
tive Director of the NAACP and Elie Wiesel,
placed an advertisement in The New York
Times titled: “An Open Letter to International
Public Opinion on Anti-Armenian Pogroms in
the Soviet Union.” The letter appealed to the
international community to condemn the atroc-
ities and prevent further violence by stating:
“The international community of states . . .
must prove the authenticity of its commitment
to human rights in order to ensure that, due to
indifference and silence bordering on com-
plicity, another genocide does not occur.”
(July 27, 1990, The New York Times)

Unfortunately, Azeri attacks against Arme-
nian civilians have only continued. In its latest
bout of aggression against Armenia and
Artsakh in the fall of 2020, Azerbaijan carried
out indiscriminate attacks against civilians. A
report by Human Rights Watch found that
Azeri forces used inherently indiscriminate
cluster munitions and artillery rockets or other
weapons that did not distinguish between mili-
tary targets and civilian objects. Multiple
strikes hit residential homes in less than a
minute, suggesting bombardment of civilian
areas.

Today, Armenians are still held captive in
Azerbaijan, with no planned date to be re-
turned to Armenia. Armenian prisoners of war
have been subjected to physical beatings and
other inhumane treatment at the hand of Azer-
baijan. The government of Azerbaijan must be
held accountable by the international commu-
nity, and | will continue to work in Congress to
shed light on and learn the lessons of such
past and present atrocities.
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REMEMBERING BOB SMITTCAMP
HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of a San Joaquin Valley leg-
end, Robert Smittcamp, who passed away on
March 4, 2021, at the age of 79. | am deeply
saddened by Bob’s passing.

Bob was a one-man Valley institution. A
businessman, philanthropist, and community
activist, he headed both Lyons Magnus food
company and Wawona Packing. He had a
particular passion for expanding healthcare
access and improving education, donating mil-
lions of dollars to enhance both sectors
throughout the Valley.

I’'m lucky to have had Bob as a close friend
and mentor. | was among countless Valley
residents who frequently turned to him for ad-
vice on Valley issues. His assistance was in-
valuable on critical issues such as the Valley
water crisis and the 2008 recession.

Bob and | also spent many hours discussing
how to bring high-quality, affordable
healthcare to every Valley family. | valued his
insights on that question because he devel-
oped innovative ways to provide healthcare for
his employees, who he always viewed as part
of his own family. 'm convinced Bob’s ap-
proach provides a model for drastically im-
proving healthcare for the entire country.

Bob epitomized all the virtues of the San
Joaquin Valley. He was always available to
help those of us who sought his guidance. But
if you were looking for someone to sugarcoat
a tough situation, then Bob was not your best
option. He was an honest straight-shooter
who'd give you candid answers whether you
wanted them or not. That's why | always con-
sulted him when | had especially tough prob-
lems that needed realistic solutions.

Bob’s love for the Valley ran deep, and the
region is richer in countless ways thanks to his
contributions. He created jobs, ran companies
that fed millions of people, shared his wisdom
and experience with anyone who asked, gen-
erously funded deserving community institu-
tions, and raised an exceptional family.

Bob was simply irreplaceable. He’ll be deep-
ly missed, but he leaves behind an incredible
legacy of hard work, success, and
unconcealed passion for the Valley and its
people. | offer my deepest condolences to his
wife Annette, his children Brent, Lisa, and
Brandon, and the rest of his family.

———

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2021

SPEECH OF

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in opposition to H.R. 1 on account of several
major issues with the bill. First, this bill did not
go through committees and proper delibera-
tions. Second, this bill takes drastic steps to
federalize our elections and infringe on States’
rights. Third, this bill increases opportunities
for fraud without proper guardrails or internal
controls. To mitigate some fraud risks, | pro-
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posed an amendment dealing with election au-
dits, which was rejected by Democrats on the
House Rules Committee.

——————

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MEM-
BERSHIP ON CAPITOL POLICE
BOARD ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the District of Columbia Membership
on Capitol Police Board Act, which would
make the chief of the D.C. Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD) an ex officio, non-voting
member of the Capitol Police Board (Board).
The Board oversees the U.S. Capitol Police
(USCP) and security for the U.S. Capitol com-
plex and is comprised of three voting mem-
bers (the House Sergeant at Arms, the Senate
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper and the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol) and one ex officio, non-
voting member (the USCP chief). My bill
would give the MPD chief the same status on
the Board as the USCP chief.

The events and aftermath of the attack on
the Capitol on January 6, 2021, demonstrate
the need for D.C. membership on the Board.
Not only would the MPD chief's membership
on the Board help improve coordination be-
tween USCP and MPD, which helped save the
Capitol and its occupants after USCP was
overrun during the attack, it would force the
Board to consider the interests of D.C. resi-
dents in its decision-making. The Board’s deci-
sions affect D.C. residents more than any
other Americans, but no member of the Board
has any obligation to consider the perspective
and needs of D.C. residents. D.C. residents
continue to bear the brunt of the security deci-
sions the Board has made since the attack.
For example, the fencing around the Capitol
complex has forced D.C. emergency vehicles
and residents to take detours and has pre-
vented access to the Capitol grounds, which
are used by neighborhood residents for recre-
ation and relaxation.

| support the calls to evaluate whether the
Board is the right mechanism to oversee secu-
rity at the Capitol, but as long as the Board is
in existence, D.C. should have membership on
it.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF BOB
EGOLF

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Bob Egolf of
Churubusco, Indiana.

For 65 years, Egolf worked in the grocery
business. He started his career at John
Shelton’s IGA, located on North Main Street in
Churubusco in 1956 when he was 14 years
old. Seven years later, he purchased the gro-
cery from Shelton in 1967, and in 1982 built
a new store south of Churubusco on US 33.

Egolf's IGA is known throughout the area for
its freshly cut meats and daily baked bakery
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items. Egolf opened the store early and closed
late, operating from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven
days a week. He made it a point to talk with
his customers and would take special orders
of items that people wanted.

Egolf was one of the longest continuous
business owners in Churubusco’s history. In
addition to running his business, he frequently
gave his time and money to local causes. But
for Egolf's partnership with the Churubusco
News, the newspaper would not exist today.
He also contributed to the community through
various organizations, such as with the
Churubusco Area Jaycees, Churubusco
Chamber of Commerce and as a longtime
Smith Township trustee.

The story of Mr. Egolf is one that is uniquely
American: defined by hard work, sacrifice, and
service to others. Though Bob is no longer
with us, his spirit of good will and generosity
to those in Churubusco and beyond endures.

———

RECOGNIZING REVEREND FLOYD
L. WHITE, III

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Reverend Floyd L. White,
Il on his retirement. During his over twenty
years of service, Reverend White has been a
stalwart of the community, always putting oth-
er's needs before his own.

Since 1988, in his private capacity, Rev-
erend White has served as a Pastor for the
Woodland Avenue Presbyterian Church, pro-
viding spiritual leadership to church members.
In his public capacity, since 1988, Reverend
White has served America’s servicemen and
woman. Beginning as Battalion Chaplain, Rev-
erend White administered to the spiritual and
moral needs of approximately 150 soldiers
and their families. Eventually, from 2012 to
2019, Reverend White served as the Director
of Camden County Veteran Affairs where he
worked to better the lives of veterans and their
families. After twenty years of service, Rev-
erend Floyd L. White, lll more than deserves
a peaceful retirement and | wish him the best.

| commend Reverend Floyd L. White, IlI for
his dedication to serving the people of New
Jersey and | know the Woodland Avenue
Presbyterian Church will be sad to see him

go.

———

HONORING DELWYN SHOWALTER
AS IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Delwyn Showalter, a long-time coach,
athletic director, and mentor to many students
in Mount Ayr, lowa. Delwyn is set to retire
from his roles this year, and | wish to recog-
nize him as my lowan of the Week for his out-
standing service to his community.

Delwyn has been with the Mount Ayr Raid-
ers since 1984, serving in a number of roles
from teaching social studies, coaching numer-
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ous sports, and as athletic director. Under his
leadership as co-coach of the Mount Ayr foot-
ball team, the program has seen continued
success with a recent playoff appearance. In
fact, Delwyn and his co-coach Derek Lambert,
are the winningest coaches in program history
with 135 wins in 19 seasons. Even more im-
pressive, the pair has had only one losing
record. Delwyn’s coaching prowess doesn’t
end there, however, as he has also coached
the basketball team to three conference cham-
pionships.

Beyond leading his teams to victories,
Coach Showalter has also been a leader for
his student athletes. His friends and col-
leagues describe him as a caring and sup-
portive man with an ability to lead young men.
His players talk about his work ethic and how
he’s a man you can look up to as a mentor.
He sets high standards for his students yet
connects through humor and humility. We all
know that there is much more to high school
athletics than simply winning, and Coach
Showalter is an example to all on the positive
influence a coach can have on young stu-
dent’s lives and their community.

For Delwyn, sports is also a family affair.
His two sons, Daniel and David, followed in
his footsteps. Daniel coaches with his father
on the Mount Ayr staff and David is a teacher
and coach in Ackley, lowa. While | know his
players and community will miss Delwyn on
the sidelines, | am sure he’ll stay connected to
the sport through his family. After 36 years
with the Mount Ayr Raiders, Delwyn deserves
this retirement and we all can be thankful for
his service to his community. | am proud to
recognize Coach Delwyn Showalter as my
lowan of the week.

———

GHANAIAN COMMUNITY IN
AMERICA

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, the United States of America is
home to hundreds and thousands of people of
Ghanaian heritage including those who were
born on this soil to those whose family emi-
grated here for education, job, or economic
opportunities—for the American dream.

Ghanaian Americans are an important fabric
in the tapestry of America from the cab driver
to the medical doctor. You will find them in all
parts of the country from Chicago to New York
to suburban Ohio and Massachusetts. The
culture is hard to ignore with rich food, the
iconic Kente cloth, storytelling, inventions, ar-
chitecture, and music.

Today more than ever Ghanaians living in
the United States worry about racial injustice,
home ownership, access to education, access
to small business and immigration support.

Like many Americans, the Ghanaian com-
munity in America is not exempt from the
COVID-19 crisis. Ghanaian Americans are es-
sential workers and are very active in the
health care industry, especially as nurses, per-
sonal care aides, and nursing assistants. Gha-
naians are included in the 27.5 percent of all
Black immigrant workers in the U.S.—more
than 750,000—who work in the healthcare
sector. Additionally, essential workers include
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frontline workers in other key industries like
food and service & hospitality and leisure.

And Ghanaian Americans have been con-
tributing to the success and business con-
tinuity of important industries during these dire
times. Ghanaian Americans are included in 23
percent of immigrants in the U.S. who work in
the food and service industry, as well as 20
percent of immigrants in the U.S. who work in
hospitality and leisure.

We recognize March 6, 2021 as the 64th
anniversary of Ghana’s independence, its
thriving heritage and the rich contributions of
its people who are important members of our
community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, on Monday,
March 8, 2021, | was unavoidably detained
and missed the vote on the Motion on Order-
ing the Previous Question on the Rule (H.
Res. 188). If present, | would have voted YEA.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 9, 2021 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 10
Time to be announced
Committee on the Budget
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Shalanda D. Young, of Lou-
isiana, to be Deputy Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget.

S-207
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Jus-

tice, Science, and Related Agencies
To hold closed hearings to examine do-
mestic and foreign threats and other
challenges facing the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
SvC-217
9:45 a.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider pending
nominations.
SD-106
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Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Shalanda D. Young, of Lou-
isiana, to be Deputy Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget.

SD-342
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Donet Dominic Graves, Jr., of
Ohio, to be Deputy Secretary of Com-

merce.

SR-253

Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold hearings to examine climate
change in the electricity sector and
fostering economic growth.

SD-G50
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the state of
democracy around the world.
SD-106/VTC
2 p.m.
Committee on Banking,
Urban Affairs

Business meeting to consider the sub-
committee assignments for the 117th
Congress, and the nominations of Gary
Gensler, of Maryland, to be a Member
of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, and Rohit Chopra, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Director, Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion.

Housing, and

SH-216
Select Committee on Intelligence
To receive a closed briefing on certain
intelligence matters.
SvVC-217
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Indian Affairs
Business meeting to consider S. 325, to
amend the Alyce Spotted Bear and
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native
Children Act to extend the deadline for
a report by the Alyce Spotted Bear and
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native
Children, S. 314, to repeal the Klamath

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Tribe Judgment Fund Act, S. 144, to
authorize the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the
Director of the Indian Health Service,
to acquire private land to facilitate ac-
cess to the Desert Sage Youth Wellness
Center in Hemet, California, S. 371, to
direct the Secretary of the Interior to
take certain land located in Pinal
County, Arizona, into trust for the ben-
efit of the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, S. 108, to authorize the Seminole
Tribe of Florida to lease or transfer
certain land, S. 548, to convey land in
Anchorage, Alaska, to the Alaska Na-
tive Tribal Health Consortium, S. 549,
to provide for the conveyance of cer-
tain property to the Tanana Tribal
Council located in Tanana, Alaska, S.
550, to provide for the conveyance of
certain property to the Southeast Alas-
ka Regional Health Consortium located
in Sitka, Alaska, and S. 559, to amend
the Grand Ronde Reservation Act; to
be immediately followed by a hearing
to examine Native communities and
the climate crisis.
SD-628
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Federal Courts, Over-
sight, Agency Action, and Federal
Rights
To hold hearings to examine the Supreme
Court and the Judiciary.
SD-226
3 p.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine military
toxic exposures, focusing on the human
consequences of war.
SD-G50
MARCH 11

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the final
recommendations and report of the Na-
tional Commission on Military, Na-
tional, and Public Service.
SD-G50
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Committee on Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider pending

nominations.
SH-216
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of David Turk, of Maryland, to
be Deputy Secretary of Energy; to be
immediately followed by a hearing to
examine the reliability, resiliency, and
affordability of electric service in the
United States amid the changing en-
ergy mix and extreme weather events.

SD-106
Committee on Foreign Relations

To receive a closed briefing on opportu-
nities and challenges for the United
States around the world.

SvVC-217
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Competition Policy,
Antitrust, and Consumer Rights

To hold hearings to examine competition
policy for the twenty-first century, fo-
cusing on the case for antitrust reform.

SD-226
10:15 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

To hold hearings to examine farmers and
foresters, focusing on opportunities to
lead in tackling climate change.

SR-301
MARCH 15

6 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To receive a closed briefing on the policy
and legal rationale of U.S. airstrikes in
Syria.
SvVC-217
MARCH 18

10 a.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To resume joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
veterans services organizations.
WEBEX
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